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Participant Biographies

Caroline Amplatz

Ms. Amplatz is a generous supporter of children’s organizations and major contributor to children’s health through her support of the University of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital.  Her father, Kurt Amplatz, was a professor of radiology at the University of Minnesota and is a pioneer in the use of noninvasive techniques and holds numerous patents.  Ms. Amplatz is the founder and President of Caroline’s Kids, a foundation committed to children’s health and education.
Carole & Douglas Baker, Sr.
Mr. Baker is a former Senior Vice President with American Express and with Litton Industries.  He is founder and president of True North Groups Institute, an organization that fosters the use of small groups for self-awareness and leadership development.  He is a co-founder of The Legacy Foundation and an Executive Fellow at the Graduate School of Business, University of St. Thomas.  As an executive coach for more than 35 years, he has worked with senior management from more than 30 organizations.  In addition, he has taught in Minnesota at the University of Minnesota, Gustavus Adolphus College and Normandale Community College. 

Mrs. Baker has worked in the interior design field as a free-lance designer and with a commercial design firm. She has completed graduate-level coursework in spirituality.  She has a passion for yoga, practicing it for over 30 years, and is a certified Iyengar Yoga Teacher.

Mr. and Mrs. Baker are advocates of the Marigrace Deters Foundation and are trustees of the Carol and Douglas Baker Foundation at the Minneapolis Foundation.  They have visited over 75 countries.  

Carol Engebretson Byrne

Ms. Byrne is the President of the Minnesota International Center (MIC) since 1996.  She is guiding MIC to open global doors for Minnesotans and inspire our community to understand global issues and cultures in an ever changing world.

Under Ms. Byrne’s leadership, MIC has evolved to become the sixth largest World Affairs Council in the country.  In addition to her duties at MIC, she serves on the Nobel Peace Prize Executive Steering Committee, the Center for Hmong Studies Advisory Board at Concordia University and the board of the Center for International Business Education and Research at the Carlson School of Business.  She was on the national board of directors of the National Council for International Visitors Board, the World Affairs Councils of America, and served on fact-finding delegations to Brazil, NATO, Northern Ireland and Morocco.  
Ms. Byrne has a B.A. in International Relations from the University of Minnesota and a Master’s degree in International Administration from the School for International Training in Brattleboro, VT.  Prior to her tenure at MIC, Ms. Byrne worked in New York City and Washington, D.C.

Robert and Mary Jane Carlson

Mr. Carlson’s career in agribusiness began in 1972 working for Cargill, Inc and later other agribusiness companies.  Mr. Carlson conducted consulting projects in Japan, Taiwan, Pakistan, Chile while working for Cargill and later Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Syria, Egypt and Turkey as a consultant.   His interests include travel and politics.

Mr. and Mrs. Carlson lived and worked in Egypt 1997-1999 and again in 2004, and in China 2001-2002.  They also participated in Minnesota Governor Ventura’s trade mission to China in 2002. 

Mrs. Carlson has degree in interior design from the University of Minnesota.  She recently completed a 6-year term on the board of directors of Minnesota International Center.  
Kari Geurts

Ms. Geurts serves on the board of the Caroline’s Kids Foundation, founded by Caroline Amplatz, which works for children’s health and education needs.  She holds a full time position with the State of Minnesota’s Department of Natural Resources as a GIS Specialist with responsibilities related to timber and forestry.  
Benjamin Jaffray
Mr. Jaffray is a member of Advisory Board at The Mercanti Group LLC and the Chairman of Sheffield Group Ltd.   Prior to that, he was Senior Vice President Finance and Director for Cargill Inc. with responsibility for all of Cargill's credit facilities and external financial relationships on a global basis.  He is the former Chairman of Resource Bank & Trust Company, Director Emeritus of Weeden Securities Corporation in Greenwich, Connecticut, and a former Director of the Fortis family of mutual funds.  He holds an economics degree from Williams College and served in U.S. Air Force.
Sharon Lim

Ms. Lim is the Director of Corporate Communications for Carlson Wagonlit Travel.  She is also owner and Principal of BlueFire International LLC, helping companies of all sizes expand into Asia and the US.  Ms. Lim has worked in the international business arena for the last 15 years, where she focused on marketing and business development in Asia for companies such as General Electric and NatureWorks LLC, a biotech company.  She also has experience working in the US House of Representatives and as a diplomat stationed in Australia, Thailand and Malaysia.  
Ms. Lim is originally from Malaysia.  She received a bachelor's degree with honours in economics from Murdoch University, Perth, Australia, and a master's degree from the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.  

Jay and Jennifer Novak

Mr. Novak is the former commissioner of Trade and Economic Development for the State of Minnesota.  He  is also the former Editor and Publisher of Twin Cities Business, where he helped develop and support a robust entrepreneurial culture in the state of Minnesota and led the magazine to became the largest and most respected business magazine in Minnesota and a model for others across the country. 

Mr. Novak’s career also includes corporate communications and investment banking.  He was Director of Communications at General Mills and an investment banker at Miller Johnson Steichen Kinnard.  
Mr. Novak is associated with a limited partnership investing in distressed bonds and is affiliated with six nonprofit boards, including the advisory board for the Hamline University School of Business.  He has a B.A. in Journalism from the University of Wisconsin.
Mr. and Ms. Novak support organizations in the Twin Cities through their foundation, the Jay and Jennifer Novak Foundation. Mr. Novak has been involved with MIC for over 15 years. He is currently serving on the MIC Board of Directors.
Anne ‘Topsy’ Larsen Simonson

Ms. Simonson is daughter of Roy E. Larsen, a co-founder of Time Magazine, who continued on to be Time Inc.’s 21 year president and vice chair.  Ms. Simonson is a world traveler, having visited well over 100 nations; an art collector, especially in the area of Asmat art; and generous volunteer and donor.   With her three brothers, Ms. Simonson administers the Larsen Fund, a foundation begun by their father, Roy Larsen.  
Gail Sit

Mrs. Eugene Sit’s late husband founded Sit Investment Associates in 1981. Today with more than $7 billion in managed assets and a staff of over 70 persons it ranks as one of the largest minority-owned advisory firms in the US.  Son Roger Sit is the Chairman, CEO, President and Chief Global Investment Officer, and is among 5 siblings who continue to be involved in firm management.  Mrs. Sit is a professional traveler who has traveled to numerous countries, including Malaysia, and has a strong interest and expertise in Asian art.  Mrs. and Mr. Sit served as Honorary Chairs of the Minnesota International Center Year of China.  

Teresa Sit

Ms. Sit (Mrs. Ronald Sit) is the daughter-in-law of Mrs. Eugene Sit.  Her husband, Mr. Ronald Sit, is the Vice President of Research and Investment Management at Sit Investment Associates (see bio of Gail Sit for detail).   Ms. Sit is a pediatric dentist in private practice for 23 years. She teaches at the University of Minnesota Dental School and serves on the Board of Directors for the University of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital, as well as the Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity.

Gedney and Emily Anne Tuttle

Mr. Tuttle was president of the M.A. Gedney Company, a private food products company with sales of $50 million annually, for 31 years.  The company was founded in 1880 by his great grandfather.   Mr. Tuttle spent over 12 years in the Navy Reserve.  Today Mr. Tuttle is a very active in many community organizations.  
Mrs. Tuttle was a Hennepin County Commissioner and Minnesota State Senator (the first woman representing the DFL party elected to the Minnesota State Senate).  She is a founding member of Minnesota Women's Economic Roundtable and is currently serving as a board member of the Minnesota chapter of the United Nations Association.  She is active in many community organization boards including University of Minnesota Foundation, Minnesota Humanities Commission, the Guthrie Theater and Abbott Northwestern Hospital.  Mrs. Tuttle holds a BA from the University of Minnesota and MPA from Harvard University John F. Kennedy School for Government.  
Sameer & Anjali Vijayakar

Mr. Vijayakar is a partner at Churchill Capital Inc, a private equity firm  where he put together several small orthopedic companies to build a significant supplier in the orthopedic implants and instruments market.  Mr. Vijayakar also developed an electronic manufacturing services company, aerospace suppliers and oil and gas service companies. Further work is anticipated in medical products, aerospace and energy areas, with the goal of building small/medium size U.S. businesses that can work with partners in countries such as Malaysia, leading to increased economic benefits for both countries. 
Mr. Vijayakar previously served as a management consultant at McKinsey & Co., worked at Goodyear, and at a company building aircraft and space shuttle parts. Prior to coming to the U.S., Mr. Vijayakar spent several months in Antarctica, helping to build a base station.  He was born in India and received an equivalent to a Bachelor’s degree at the Indian Institute of Technology, a Master’s at Ohio State University, and an MBA at Harvard University.
Mrs. Vijayaker is a homemaker.  She has a B.A. in History and Literature from Kasturbha Gandhi College, India.
