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This toriguesin‘cheek sculpture =
. shoWs a traditional Chinese

paper obligation craftsman.

presenting a paper replicaof =

alimousine. Thisis burntas an
- offering to the newly deceased

to use in the afterlife, alang

with-paper reproductions of

other worldly possessions




tall started in 2009 when the Kuala Lumpur-based company
Sculpture at Work won an art challenge to celebrate George Towr's
recognition as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and draw awareness
to Penang’s multi-cultural legacy. “The streets of George Town

e named after the trades, people and events of the city, which means

Sirector and cartoonist Tang Mun Kian. The result: a collection of wacky,
3D wrought iron caricatures by local artists (including Tang) that dot the

1y’s historical core, bringing more than a pinch of tongue-in-cheek fun
s Penang.

\isitors may be more familiar with the interactive murals depicting
¥ignettes of life by Ernest Zacharevic. The Lithuanian artist was
sommissioned for “Mirrors George Town’, a project under the George
Town Festival 2012. But while his works have taken much of the spotlight
5 Penang’s growing street art scene, it is the rendering of characters and
Stories through the caricatures that truly revives the colourful legacy and
ustoms of Penang’s main ethnic communities.
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The Chinese

The largest ethnic community on the island, the early 18th-century Chinese settlers
were merchants and traders from China who used Penang as a base for their
commercial activities in nearby Siam, Burma, southern China,and the western Malay
states. In the mid-19th century; a second wave of immigrants settled here, comprising
free labourers, artisans and petty traders. Prominent Hokkien merchants and
capitalists played a vital role in developing tin production and trade, with the English
financing tin mining ventures. Some Chinese who settled in Penang intermarried
with Malays, giving birth to a unique hybrid culture called “Peranakan”. Although

the Peranakans adopted Malay customs and social practices, they retained Chinese
traditions and religious beliefs.

Cannon Hole ‘ Serving with unwavering loyalty, amahs %

Where: Lebuh Cannon were a permanent fixture in wealthy
This sculpture (above) comically depicts a Chinese and European households,
trishaw peddler suddenly vanishing into sardonically referring to themselves
the ground, as his customer looks down in  as yat keok tet (one leg kicks all). The
surprise. In 1867, Penang saw nine days of  artwork (right, top) shows a multi-
bloodshed, the result of a dispute between  tasking amah holding a baby while her
a Cantonese and Hokkien-Hakka clan foot grasps on to the washing.

over commercial interests, in particular

the tin mining industry. During the Mr Five Foot Way
Penang Riots, a cannon shot made a large Where: Jalan Transfer

hole in the street — hence Cannon Street. These five-foot span pedestrian
4 walkways that flank the roads (right)
OnelLeg Kicks All were originally designed to shield fy
Where: Lebuh Muntri pedestrians from the scorching sun and b\
Large numbers of single Chinese women rain. Over time, the unemployed started
_ migrated to the island from China in setting up shops here. The Hokkiens &
 the 19305, taking a vow of celibacy and started to call these businesses goh ka ki

becoming amahs (domestic servants). (five foot way) trades.
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Tok Tok Mee
Where: Lebuh China

Tok tok mee (above) takes its name

from the incessant ‘tok tok’ sound of
beating bamboo sticks made by hawker
vendors to signal their presence and draw
attention to their dish of noodles, wanton,
barbecued pork and vegetables. To this
day, customers consume bowls of these
noodles on makeshift stools set up by

; hawkers along the streets.
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Temple Day

Where: Lorong Muda

Penang Peranakans observe traditions like
_ ancestor worship and the Lantern Festival.

During the first and 15th day of each lunar

month, crowds flock to the Goddess of

Mercy Temple to seek divine guidance.

The caricature (top, left) shows a devotee

overwhelmed by the quantity of prayer

items on sale by the temple.

The Indians

Penang was the first port of call in Southeast Asia and the last stop back to India

for the Tamil Muslim communities. The first Indians came over in the late 1700s,
The Indians of Penang originated from different parts of the Indian subcontinent,
and include groups such as the Tamil, Bengalis and Gujaratis. The large plantations
of nutmegs, cloves and pepper required intensive manual labour, and the British
brought in South Indian labourers to develop the colony. Many also travelled here as
merchants, traders and moneylenders, and worked as civil service clerks.

Wrong Tree

Where: Lorong Pasar

This iron wall sculpture (right) shows an
Indian man climbing up what he believes
to be a coconut tree, only to discover it is a
betel nut tree. The caption provides a brief
description of tuak, an alcoholic beverage
commonly referred to as toddy or palm
wine, common in parts of India and
created from the sap of various species

of the coconut palm tree. Tapping and
collecting palm sap was an Indian activity,
with the majority of drinkers being Indian
labourers who regularly consumed tuak to
ease their hardship.

Too Salty

Where: Green Hall

Tamil merchants and ship crew traded

in salt, tobacco and textiles, residing on
the island only for a few months a year to
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trade. The Tamils commonly refer to
this street as Uppukaran Teru or Salt
Traders’ Street, a clear reference to their
salt-trading activities as seen in the
sculpture (previous page, top right).

Too Hot

Where: Pengkalan Weld

George Town's Weld Quay is the
birthplace of mee goreng, also known as
kelinga mee, a spicy Indian noodle dish
(tep) originally created for Hindu and
Muslim Indian coolies, port workers
and sailors. The waterfront settlement
used to be one of Southeast Asia’s most
important maritime ports, and formerly
housed government goods sheds leased to
shipping agents. To this day, this popular
hawker dish of yellow egg noodles,
prawns, fritters, egg, squid, potatoes,
beancurd and bean sprouts, is enjoyed
throughout Penang.

+'The Malays

Penang Malays originated from Kedah,
northern and central Sumatra and
southern Thailand. The Malays were

* mainly engaged in rice cultivation, as

well as fishing and boat-building in off-
~_planting season, while a small minority

- hawked goods around the island. As

well as being a land of commercial
opportunities, in the 18th century, Penang

also became a haven for the Malays
escaping Siamese attacks in Kedah.

Born Novelist

Where: Lorong Lumut

This welded iron wall caricature sculpture
(above) celebrates Penang-born writer
Ahmad Rashid Talu, who documented
Penang society by using the island as a
backdrop to his stories set in the 1920s, at
a time when the city was on the threshold

"?‘” "-” <
L B

0 e
<= I\

”
Py
N

i

of modernisation. Rashid Talu became the
first novelist fo write a Malay novel with
local characters and settings. The novelist
is seen scribbling away from his own cot,
highlighting his prolific writing career.

Win Win Situation
Where: Lebuh Muntri

This artwork (middle) commemorates
Ngah Ibrahim, a Malay nobleman whose
family was credited with discovering tin in
Larut in the Malay state of Perak. Chinese
merchants in Penang funded the opening
of tin mines in the region, generating
enormous prosperity. Ngah Ibrahim
amassed huge fortunes, becoming one of
the richest Malays in the region.
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SilkAir flies five times daily
between Singapore and Penang
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{ES: Too Salty

iS5 : Green Hall
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{Ef%: Born Novelist

g5 : Lovong Lumut
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